March 14, 2015 at 9:00am.
Luthy Botanical Gardens
2218 N. Prospect Rd. Peoria

Prairieland Koi &
Pond Society
March 2015
Volume 19 Issue 02

Directions:
From War Memorial Dr. turn south on
Prospect Rd. and go until you come to the
street right before the entrance to the Zoo.
Turn left and the parking lot is on the right.
Our speaker will be Mr. Bob Streitmatter.
Luthy’s annual Lily Show will also be going
on for anyone interested after the meeting.
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Ok everyone I got way ahead of myself, I was so intent on getting my first
newsletter out early that I forgot about our Banquet. I’ll try harder to keep things
in order from now on.
There were 44 members in attendance, and each membership received a Koi fish
plant stake and a painted concrete hosta leaf. Lori and her helpers did a great job
on the leaves. I’m not sure who did the fish plant stakes. Ok, I did. All the materials for the banquet gifts were donated by the individual crafters.
Maybe that would be a good and fun topic for a club meeting, making concrete
leaves. Let me know what you think.
Greg and Letriana received The Koi Person of The Year award, and the club presented them with an LED lighted willow tree for their yard. These trees are a
great night time accent for your pond area landscape. Todd and Cheryl stepped
down from their positions, and were presented with a spiral fish windmill along
with a turtle for their yard. Many thanks to Todd and Cheryl for all the time they
gave to the club in the past three years.
The board also presented Allen and Lori Kruger with a large bolder inscribed
with their name and a koi fish. This is just a small token of the board’s and the
club’s appreciation for all this couple does for the pond club. Now all Allen has to
do is move this large rock into place between his two waterfalls. Any volunteers? I know, but Greg will probably need
help.

Many thanks to Brenda Smith and Lori Kruger for working
so hard on decorating and organizing the Banquet. And to Karen Hofstetter for
providing the reservation notice and our name tags. Thanks ladies.
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As usual the Knights of Columbus provided a great meal. Everyone sat
down to either prime rib or fried chicken with baked potato, green beans,
roll and a tossed
salad.

For dessert we had a PKPS Koi decorated cake.
The tables had really neat glass
fish bottles with miniature LED
lights for our center pieces. The
banquet gifts of painted concrete
hosta leaves and koi fish plant
stakes completed the table.
I’d like to thank everyone who
attended our banquet and made it so much fun for all. What a great way
to end the year. I hope to see even
more members this November.
As always, we look forward to seeing you and your family at our
meetings. Bring your questions (along with your lawn chairs).
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It’s still cold outside, and if your pond has thawed out a little, you need to check
it out. By this I mean you need to check out the surface of the thawed areas to
make sure you don’t have any floating fish. I hope that you don’t, but if you do,
you need to remove them.
Our ponds are still going to freeze over again before spring. So make sure your
heater and/or deicer are still maintaining an opening in the ice. We also need to try
to remove snow from the ice, but don’t fall on the rocks or into your pond. You
also don’t want to shovel any snow into open water on your pond because this
provides extra cooling to the water and that’s not good for the fish.
It’s also a good idea to check around your pond for anything out of the ordinary.
You know your pond better than anyone
else, and you’ll notice if something is different or wrong. Snow, ice and the wind can
move things around.
This is especially important if you run your
pond thru the winter. Because if you’re not
checking a running pond, it’s easy for an ice
build-up to change the flow of water and
empty your pond. It’s also a good idea to
make sure there is no opening in the fence
around your pond so your little dog can’t get
on the ice and fall thru. Sorry, that’s just me.
This is the time of the year when we have
to remember how neat our ponds are in the summer, and how much we like to
watch our fish swimming around the pond. So, just keep that picture in your mind,
to help us get thru the winter months. I know, I don’t like it much either.
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Spring has Sprung !!!
Well almost
When do you start your pond in the spring? Part of it is, how cold do you want
to get? I usually wait until I’m pretty sure there won’t be another hard freeze.
But in Illinois, we know how the weather can change from day to day. Usually
by the end of March is a good time to open your pond. Unless you’re Jeannie,
she just can’t wait to see her fish and she’s a lot tougher than I am.
Remember, don’t feed your fish until the water temperature, not the air temperature, stays above 50 degrees.
After checking out several articles on how to open your pond, here we go.
Vacuum out the bio-falls tank and your skimmer box for any debris.
This step is optional, because hopefully you did it in the fall when you closed
down your pond. Try vacuuming a rag with a string attached through your pipe
and then attaching a larger rag and pull it back through your pipe. This helps to
clean out the pipe.
Refill the bio-falls with your filter media. Remember, it was stored some place
dry and clean from last fall.
As you’re doing this set up, now is a good time to clean any debris that is
around or in your waterfall, stream bed and around your pond. This is also a
good time to inspect your liner, waterfalls and/or streambeds for any place where
the liner has moved from snow and ice.
If you did a good job in your fall cleaning of the bottom of the pond, it should
be pretty easy this spring to clean out any debris.
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Double check all of your fittings and make sure the clamps are tight on any flexible fittings. You know, the ones I had blow a part and empty my pond. I no loner
have any of those fittings.
Move your lilies around to their summer spots and now is a great time to fertilize
them.
If you’re too cold by now, go back inside for some hot chocolate and warm up.
It’s advisable to do a 10% water change pulling the water from the bottom of the
pond. Hopefully this will rid your pond of some of that nasty water that’s been
stewing down there all winter.
Don’t forget to use your water conditioner to neutralize chlorine and any chloramines in the water.
Next you need to bring your pump/pumps out of the garage, connect them up and
plug them in. Hopefully you stored them in a bucket of water over the winter to
keep the seals from drying out.
Now, that your system is up and running with no leaks, (you did check for leaks,
right?), it’s time to add the bacteria. I place some at different locations around the
pond. You also need to add a couple of cupfuls to your skimmer box but behind
the filter pad. This is to seed the bio-falls and get the bacteria growing up there.
Remember, we’re not feeding our fish yet because we want the bacteria to have
some time to grow and the water temperature to get above 50 degrees.
After your pond has been running for a day or two, you need to check the water
level. This is to double check that you have no leaks. (Leaks, I never really liked
that word.) I mark my water line with a yellow marker inside my skimmer box.
This is more accurate for me than just looking at the rocks and guessing.
Make sure during all this work you do take a little time to sit back an enjoy your
pond. By now I hope the water temperature is above 50 degrees and you can
feed your fish.

Happy Ponding!!!
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Prairieland Koi & Pond Society
February 14, 2015-Club Meeting Minutes
The February club meeting was held at Illinois Central College. President Vince
Smith called the meeting at 9:00 a.m. There were 34 members in attendance.
Club Business
Ginny Gibbs, of Illinois Central College, gave a PowerPoint presentation on
“The Beauty of Asian Influence in Landscape Design.” Gardens of the Far East
will be the theme during Landscape Garden Days in September.
Asian cultures create different types of gardens. The Chinese have gardens with
lots of architecture, plant material, stone, and water with spiritual symbolism.
Many Chinese gardens are enclosed by a wall and are manmade.
The Japanese garden has more of an open and natural look to it. It is less religious but more spiritual. The elements of plants utilized are green with highlights of color that are architecturally interesting. Natural stone is placed to provide a formal or informal effect in the garden.
Questions and Answers
If anyone has lost fish it is not a good idea to leave them in the pond during the
winter. Try to remove them as soon as possible. Someone wanted to know if
Herron come around in the winter. They will stay near the river if enough food
sources are available, if not, they will find any open water source and act accordingly.
Just a reminder, 2015 membership dues are due in April, please mail checks to
Karen Hofstetter or pay at the next club meeting. Next month’s club meeting will
be held at Luthy Botanical Garden.
Respectfully,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary
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Hey guys, here’s an article from Jean Clarke

Growing Big Fish

How do we grow the really big fish? Heredity certainly comes into play. In
any given spawn, some fish will be smaller and some just keep growing. We can
weed out the fish that don’t seem to grow much, but none of us like to do that.
The next thing we can do is give them enough food for the first three years of
their life. If they go hungry early on it can stunt their growth.
Last of all, and none of us want to hear this, is do regular water changes. Not
just topping off the pond due to evaporation, but take 10% out every week and refresh the water. What it does is remove some nitrates that contribute to food for
green water algae, and also removes the hardness, the stuff in the bottom of the humidifier, but also replaces trace minerals that the fish need to grow and be healthy.
Partial water changes also removes pheromones from the water that can stunt
growth and even damage small fish. I know, I hate doing that too, but instead of
spending time trying to convince yourself that it’s not needed, spend that time to
devise a way to make it easier. Good luck
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Board Meetings

Club Meetings

January 24th Smith Residence
February 28th Clarke Residence

February 14th I.C.C. Ginny Gibbs

March 28th Hofstetter Residence

March 14th Luthy Gardens
Lily Show afterwards

April 25th Kruger Residence

April 11th Kullscape
Zoo pond (weather permitting)

May 23th Cantrell Residence

May 9th Malta’s Residence (cookout)
Visit Hornbaker’s

June 27th Smith Residence

June 13th TBA

July 25th Cantrell Residence

July 11th TBA

August 22nd Kruger Residence

August 8th Kruger Residence

September 26th Hofstetter Residence

September 12th I.C.C.’s Day
(possible night tour)

October 24th Moreland Residence

October 10th Bong Residence

November 21st Clarke Residence

November 14th Banquet

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$3,433.25
379.00
207.20
$3,605.05
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